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Our Special Children
by Mary Cleope, Missionary, PMA Philippines

We frequently receive questions about the adoption of a child from our Bahay Kalinga
(BK - House of Love) Orphanage, located on Oriental Mindoro Island. Some ques-
tions are: “When I visited BK last year, I saw a child that I really wanted to adopt. Can
I just go back, fill out the papers, and pick him up?” or “I read your webpage and was
drawn to your work among the orphans in the Philippines. How can I adopt one of
these children? Can I go directly to your organization and work with you to adopt a
child?”

In their website (www.icab.gov.ph), the Intra-Country Adoption Board (ICAB) - the
government entity that oversees intra-country adoption (outside the Philippines) -
answers the question: “Can the Prospective Adoptive Parent(s) (PAP) choose a par-
ticular/specific child to be adopted?” Their ruling states:

“No matching arrangement shall be made between the applicant and the child’s par-
ent/guardians or custodians nor shall any contact between them concerning a partic-
ular child be done before the matching proposal of the Committee has been approved
by the Board.

There are to date only two (2) situations where the desire of the Prospective Adoptive
Parent to adopt (a) particular pre-identified children can be processed: a) A relative
within the 4th degree of consanguinity (Relationship by blood or by a common an-
cestor), b) Special Needs Children for Special Home Finding”.

Please note the exception in Item b. Special Needs children can be looked for by
prospective parents, and Item b circumvents much of the usual “red tape”. The chil-
dren are placed on a special list and this status gives them priority for interested fam-
ilies. Let me share with you some of Special Needs children currently at our
Orphanage:

JESS is an energetic 11-year old and a lot of fun. Because he had a difficult start in
life, Jess is still behind in his studies. But with some TLC and encouragement, he’s
catching up. He loves to play ball, run around the yard, and talk to any visitors. Jess
has a very engaging and contagious smile.

LENNY was plagued with malnutrition in his first few years. Even though he ate
well, the doctors said that the nutrients were not being absorbed by his system. Thus,
he was unable to gain weight or develop properly. After numerous tests and doctors’
interventions, Lenny is now growing stronger. He may be developmentally delayed
right now, but he’s way ahead in personality!

“The verse in Psalm 139:14 that says: ‘I praise you because I am fearfully and won-
derfully made; your works are wonderful...’ reminded me of Angelo”, shared Sheila
Gort, our newest missionary to PMA Philippines.
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“ANGELO is a 4-year old
orphan with cerebral palsy.
Because we’re unable to
care for him at BK, he re-
sides in another care facil-
ity for special needs
children. However, we’re
still responsible for all of
his expenses: doctor, facil-
ity care, food, and clothing.

This little guy is tender-
hearted, sensitive and he
loves people. Once you’ve
met him, you’ll understand
why he’s so loved by all the
staff at the Orphanage,”
continues Sheila. “He has
one of those smiles that
lights up the whole room.
It’s obvious that he espe-
cially loves his caregiver,
Emma or “Nanay” (mean-
ing ‘mother’ in the local di-
alect), and becomes
teary-eyed whenever she
leaves the room. Although
Angelo cannot talk or walk
yet, he receives physical
therapy everyday. He en-
joys stroller rides, eating
spaghetti, rolling around
on a mat, and being out-
side. Another precious lit-
tle child who needs a
loving family.”

Can you help? Do you
know of a family that has
the heart to care for “Spe-
cial Needs” children?
Please pray with us that
each of these children will
find God’s perfect home
for them in 2008. Lenny, one of our

special children.
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A Trip to Remember
by Jim & Erin Weimer, Volunteers, PMA Philippines

Erin’s thoughts:

When our Iowa family began praying about a possible mission trip to the Philippines,
my mind quickly filled with ideas of what a trip might ‘look’ like. I’d never traveled
beyond the US or Canadian borders, and am not the adventurous type, so this journey
seemed like a long and scary one. But as we prayed, I felt God’s encouragement to
trust Him - not only in the US - but also outside of my “comfort zone.” December
30 arrived and Jim and I, with Lauren, 9, and Trey, 6, boarded a plane on our way to
the Philippines.

Our time at Bahay Kalinga Orphanage (House of Love), Oriental Mindoro Island
was special. When I think of an orphanage, I remember the movie “Annie,” about an
orphanage with a nasty woman in charge, and a lot of unruly, unloved children. But
here, we observed something much different.

As we entered the room where the children were, we witnessed a caregiver lovingly
holding a baby and talking to the other children as they played. It was a joy to see that
the room was clean and the children well cared for. As a family, we fell in love with
the children. Lauren loved carrying the babies, and Trey spent lots of time with his
new friend Jessie. Both Trey and Lauren were a big help to us.

I was asked to measure the children, put their names and information on growth
charts, and look over their general appearance. As a registered nurse, I also provided
pointers for the children’s care. The caregivers were willing to learn and eagerly apply
what they’d learned. Anyone adopting one of these little ones would be happy to
know of the love and care they received prior to their adoption.

The song, “Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world…” reverberated
in my mind. Although these children may not have parents right now, they have a
Heavenly Father who loves them more than they could ever imagine. It was so good
to hold and love these children for the short time we were with them.

On our Jomalig medical outreach, Lauren acted as my ‘go-fer’ and would often go ask
questions of others when needed. She helped as I taught the women how to make
‘wordless’ book bracelets and share with them the story of God’s gift of salvation.
Trey helped pass out supplies to the adults and kids: soap, toothbrushes, soap bubbles,
and play dough.

Since we’ve returned home, Lauren and Trey have often talked about their Philippines
experiences. The trip has made Lauren consider whether or not she might want to be
a missionary some day.

Jim’s thoughts:

I remember the walk on Jomalig
Island as though it was yesterday,
even though it almost seems like a
dream, after returning to our
Iowa home. For two days, a team
composed of doctors (PMA’s Dr.
John Escote and the local doctor),
a dentist, and PMA missionaries,
ministered to the people on Jo-
malig and its neighboring islands.

For some reason I didn’t catch the small tractor trailer ride with the rest of our team - from the
grass runway on Jomalig to the school’s outdoor basketball court - where the medical outreach
was to take place.

I preferred to walk anyway, and was able to fully experience the island’s sights and sounds. As
an environmentalist for the State of Iowa; so many things caught my attention as I walked
along. As I headed down the island’s only paved road toward the school, I took in the beauty
of the place and its people: A woman pumping water from a well, an empty rice field, a rooster
in a handmade cage by the roadside, the bamboo- and palm-leafed homes lining the road, and,
especially, the welcoming, smiling faces of the Filipinos. It’s something one must experience to
fully appreciate it.

As I approached the outdoor basketball court, I heard the muffled sounds of people’s voices.
I rounded the corner and paused. In front of me, in and around the basketball court, were
several hundred Filipinos who had been waiting for us. I stood there for a minute, taking it all
in, and tearing up from what I observed. I thought, “This is why we are here! To help these peo-
ple who need physical and spiritual help. Thank you for using me, Lord!”

It was a moment of silence with God on that small, narrow road before I headed into the huge
crowd. It didn’t matter that I wasn’t a doctor, a nurse, or a dentist, or that I had no formal med-
ical training. I was “Jesus with skin on” and was privileged to be used by God in any way to min-
ister to them.

Our family will never forget our 12-day trip to the Philippines: reaching out to many who can
only wonder what it must be like to live in such a rich country as the United States, to
have available so many things that we take for granted. God allowed us to show His love
in tangible ways: to take some of the richness of our country, both spiritually and ma-
terially, to help these islanders. 5

Erin Weimer, a registered
nurse had her hands full as
she served patients from Jo-
malig and nearby islands.



“Chang e
my heart oh God,
make it ever true, change my
heart oh God, let me be like You.” Thus be-
gins a song that has been my constant prayer, especially for the last seven
months. I came to Pohnpei in August, 2007. I had just finished my “Abitur” in Ger-
many (completion of High School plus two years College Preparatory) and felt the
strong desire to spend a couple of months serving the Lord on the mission field and
to find out what He would want me to do with the rest of my life. The decision to
go to Micronesia was an easy one, as I felt God’s hand guiding me and all I really had
to do was to say “Yes” to Him.

My life in Pohnpei began with many new experiences and the foremost of which was
meeting many new and different kinds of people. Having to live and work in a com-
pletely new culture and with people from so many different backgrounds, one must
expect challenges and difficulties. More than ever before in my life I felt the need to
change and become more like Jesus. It’s amazing to what extent God has already an-
swered my prayer and to see how he is still working in my life.

I often find myself in a situation, which I wouldn’t have been able to handle the way
I should before I got here, but because of God’s work in my life - I see changes in
me that has allowed me to respond in a way that would please Him. For example as

a
G e r -

man, I tend
to use every minute

of my day efficiently and
not “waste” time by hanging

around or talk to people when I meet them
somewhere around town. But I realized, that people are

more important, than my “to-do” list, and since then, the guy at the local
market and the girl at the grocery store have become friends of mine and I treasure the unique
moments we get to spend together. I know that I am not perfect, but I have the greatest con-
fidence that God is working in my life and will continue to do so until He comes again (Philip-
pians 1:6).

The first time I taught Sunday school, or gave a testimony at Youth Group, my heart beat so
fast from nervousness, wondering if what I was about to share would be relevant or would bless
them. I realize now that whatever point I am in my life, God can use me and will work all
things for my good and for His glory.

The PMA/PMF Family here has become so special to me, and as my time in Pohnpei draws
to an end, I already know that I will miss them very much. Being part of the worship band,
Christmas and Easter programs, participating in the Ladies Bible Study, helping with the Youth
Group and teaching Girls Discipleship classes and Sunday school has given me opportunities
to get to know many different kinds of people of all ages and they have welcomed me
dearly to their Island and into their lives. I have learned so much from them and from
my experiences here; My prayer has been answered, God has truly changed me through
this short-term mission opportunity.

Larissa, with her
new found friend
and island sister.
As a volunteer

coming from Ger-
many, she served
in PMA’s youth

and Sunday
school ministries.

Change My
Heart

by Larissa Arnold,
PMA Volunteer,
Pohnpei, Micronesia
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Love All People
by Ruth Fulguerinas, PMA Missionary, Palau

“By this all men will know that
you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” John 13:35

It is a blessing to serve God
through PMA/PMF’s holistic
ministries. I served for a short
time in the Bahay Kalinga
(House of Love) Orphanage, in
the Philippines, and four years in
the PMF church in Guam, be-
fore I was assigned to Palau sev-
eral months ago. And I’ve seen
and experienced the power of
God at work in all three islands.

Here the PMF congregation is
composed mainly of overseas
Filipino workers and a number
of Palauan believers who work
alongside us to support the
PMF ministry.

Each member volunteers and
joyfully serves wherever they’re
needed. But what’s special is
their love and commitment to the Lord. “I wanted to join PMF because I experienced
God’s love from the congregation,” a Palauan believer shared.

PMA’s Multi-Purpose Center is situated at the back of Palau’s hospital. So we are able
to work closely with recovering patients and their families, and also those who are
grieving. Everyday we’re confronted with the reality that life is short, as the morgue
is just a few steps from our Center. Our day-to-day encounters include meeting with
patients recovering from substance abuse. We share food, clothing and our time as we
interact with them. And there are times when our reservoir runs dry, but God fills us
so we can continue to care for the people we serve. His love drives us and deepens
our commitment to Him. I sometimes see Pastor Bambit visiting with these acquain-
tances over a cup of coffee as they pour out their hearts. It takes time, resources, and
patience. Yet it’s a simple way of demonstrating God’s caring love.

Ruth is the administrative assistant to our
station manager and senior pastor on the is-
land of Palau, Bambit Balayo. She says
these responsibilities compel her to depend
on the Lord for wisdom, knowledge and
strength.

At times I admit that I’ve
failed to show His love, but as
I look upon the cross where
God demonstrated His won-
derful love for me, this always
directs me to model that sin-
cere love to those who are
hurting, lonely and in need.

“Loving all people” is one of
PMA’s mission statements re-
flecting His command to us,
and He’s expecting us to do
the same as we continue to
know Him and make Him
known among the peoples in
the islands.
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Ruth finds her work in Palau challenging as she not only teaches children and
adults, but also prepares Christian education materials for the PMF church.

Editor’s Note: Ruth Fulguerinas shall have faithfully served with PMA for 5 years by July 2008. She has al-
ready her Bachelor's Degree in Pastoral Ministry and wants to pursue a degree in Social Work wherein which
she needs two more years to complete. In October 2008, she plans to return to the Philippines to complete her
studies in this area. We are praying that she will return and serve with PMA in the future. Meanwhile, Rea
Joy Lumawan, who served with PMF Guam during her Bible School internship, will be replacing her in Palau.

Pastor Bambit on the violin with guitarist churchmem-
bers share special music at a funeral service.
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Making a Difference
by John Malimai, Missionary Pastor, PMF Yap, Micronesia

Last year was one of the most exhausting years we’ve experienced as our PMF church
in Yap has begun to grow. However, the Lord has given us the strength and the energy
to serve Him with gladness. The tremendous responsibility of caring for our people,
who are hungry for God’s Word and who want to grow in Him, has made us more
dependent on the Lord for wisdom and grace.

In January our PMF Family adopted the theme, “Let Us Make a Difference in the
Lives of Others!” At that time, my wife Johanna and I prayed that the Lord would
continue to empower us to be a strong spiritual influence in the lives of our own peo-
ple and that the PMF church members would be able to impact the Yap island com-
munities and their home islands for eternity.

At the beginning of the year, we received a copy of a letter signed by the chiefs and
traditional leaders from here. It was sobering. In it, the leaders boldly stated that, “no
other religion can bring their faith to the islands.” The leaders specifically mentioned
that the “so-called Bible Study” would no longer be conducted. This was not an an-
nouncement; it was a command. And we knew that they were referencing PMF’s
work. These men did not realize the gravity of their letter and how it would affect the
eternal destiny of their own people. We also know that many believers on other re-
mote islands have no “shepherd” or believers nearby to encourage them. This, in the
face of persecution because of their new faith. They desperately need our prayers
and encouragement as well.

And so I ask myself, “If God is for us, who can really be against us? In other words,
if God wants His Word to reach these islanders, if He wants them to have access to
Bibles, if He wants them to experience a faith that is real and unshakeable, can a few
island leaders stop this?”

It’s a huge encouragement to know that this battle - which sometimes appears insur-
mountable - does not belong to us. It is the Lord’s. These influential leaders may think
they’re dealing with mere humans, but they don’t realize that, instead, they’re wrestling
against the truth. They’re opposing almighty God.

A spirit of frustration and disappointment has sometimes dampened our excitement
but thanks be to God, He has provided us with a team here on Yap that not only
prays for us but also helps us in many ways in the ministry God has called us to do.
We find the difficulties have kept Johanna and I studying the Bible and praying more.
And in spite of our failures, and sometimes complaints, we are encouraged that God
remains faithful. He continues to give us the needed strength and energy to serve
Him with joy. To make a very special difference in the lives of others for eternity.
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Relentless for the Gospel: Pastor John Malimai
and his family are “Island warriors” for Jesus.
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“Beyond Palau”
by Ethel Lako, Pacific Mission Fellowship, Guam

“Great are the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in them.”
Psalm 111:2

In 1988 when I arrived on the Island of Palau for work, God directed me to PMA’s
PMF church. Here, PMF stands as God’s lighthouse and a haven to those of us Fil-
ipino contract workers who are stationed far from our loved ones. Through the min-
istry of PMA in Palau, many of us have had the opportunity to find Christ and to find
a new family.

I was involved in Sunday school for children and adults, and also involved in training
new believers in personal evangelism. PMF church hosts weekly Bible studies and
mid-week prayer meetings for men and women. Each Saturday evening, members
come to prepare the church bulletin, practice worship songs, and prepare the Multi-
Purpose Center for the highlight of the week, our Sunday worship. I always looked
forward to this.

After the service, we had lunch together. Here we are able to share and listen to each
other’s difficulties and praises on how God intervenes in our lives. Our relationships
with each other have grown because of this time together. Many of the members
have grown in their walk with the Lord and become more committed in serving. As
contract workers, we were transients in Palau, but God trained many of us through
PMA’s ministry to become useful in His growing Kingdom.

In 2003 the Lord brought me to Guam. I joined the PMF church here and am serving in the
children’s ministry every Saturday morning. My heart rejoices when children come to know the
Lord at their young age. Many of them come from non-believing parents, but through the chil-
dren, sometimes their moms and dads have come to know the Lord, too. Working with these
young ones is tiring at times, because I also work full-time at the Pacific Islands Bible College.
Yet I am like Asaph, the Author of Psalm 78, who confirms, “We will not hide them (God’s

teachings) from their children; we will tell the next
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the

Lord, His power, and the wonders He
has done.” (Psalm 78:4)

We are very grateful for PMA mis-
sionaries who’ve made a great dif-
ference in our lives. Indeed, Palau
was a training ground for many of
us and has prepared us for mis-
sion service to the Lord wher-
ever He takes us. At present,
many of us Filipinos (that I
know) are actively serving the
Lord in the Middle East, the
U. S., Canada, Asia, Guam
and the Pacific Islands.
PMA missionaries and ma-
turing members of PMF
church continue to work
hand and hand to fulfill
the Great Commission,
(Matthew 28:19-20), and
build the Body of
Christ.
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Encouraging wor-
ship, Ethel is ready
to serve and assist

wherever needed at
the PMF church on

Guam.




