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Letter from the President
by Nob Kalau

“Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do
business on great waters, they see the works of the
Lord, and His wonders in the deep. For He
commands and raises the stormy wind, which lifts
up the waves of the sea.” Psalm 107:23-25

God’s Word has a special promise for those
traveling aboard ships. On August 26, the M/V
Sea Haven left Pohnpei for a 3 week medical tour
to the Mortlock islands some 300 miles away. With
PMA’s Dr. John and 2 nurses, Priscilla and Casie,
on board, they were ready for an exciting first
passage across the Pacific Ocean. Little did we
know that a storm was brewing that would turn
the next 42 hours into a rough and wild ride. The

waves beat and broke over the bow of the ship and the wind and waves caused the
120 ft. Sea Haven to relentlessly pound its way towards its destination as it weathered
the storm. You truly feel insignificant and small when facing the powerful waves of
the Pacific. A storm has a way of causing you to simply trust in our all-powerful God.
2 days later at 1am in the morning, we cautiously entered through the narrow channel
into the lagoon of our first island. A safe haven for the Sea Haven at last. Everyone
felt a lot better as soon as the pounding and rocking stopped and we thankfully had
much better weather the rest of the 3 week tour.

From the stories in this issue, you will hear from the crew about events that happened
as the Sea Haven traveled 600 total nautical miles, anchoring to hold medical eye
clinics in Oneap, Lukinoch, Satawan and Ta islands. You will also read about the
outreach and results that Pastor Petrus had this summer as he stayed on the outer
island of Woleai, Yap. We continue to declare God’s glory as He proves faithful in our
fiscal report for you to read.

We have seen the works of the Lord as we continue to trust Him with our island
ministries. PMA is committed to reaching the isolated islands that are difficult to reach
by land, air and sea. God continues to be faithful with His hand of protection as our
missionaries travel and conduct business on great waters. He has shown us His great
works and promises to captain our every challenge and storm.

Nob Kalau
President/CEO
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Summary of
Ministry Needs

Personnel Needs:
Missionary Pastors for PMF Churches
Administrative and Ministry Assistants
Youth Workers for Island Churches
Boat Captain for Medical Ship - Sea Haven
Boat Mechanic for Medical Ship - Sea Haven
Missionary Pilots/Mechanics for Micronesia/Philippines
Computer personnel involved in radio, media and print
ministry
Short term: Canon copier technician needed for
maintaining copiers at Good News Press

Infrastructure Needs:

RReennoovvaattiioonn//IImmpprroovveemmeenntt ffoorr PPMMFF PPaattnnaannuunnggaann
PPaarrssoonnaaggee including outside kitchen and dining area – After
several typhoons and wear and tear of  the building due to
age it is time to reconstruct and renovate. $13,500 needed.

HHaannggaarr ffoorr PPaallaauu:: Please continue to pray for God’s
provision for the property where the hangar will be built.
Pray for the approval of  a lease agreement and the
provision for hangar materials of  $300,000.

SSeeaa HHaavveenn MMeeddiiccaall SShhiipp DDrryy DDoocckk:: Pray for $175,000 for
the project.  This does not include fuel cost to take the ship
to dry dock and back. We pray for an opening in Guam for
this project.

“So let us come boldly to the throne of  our gracious God.
There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to
help us when we need it most.”

Hebrews 4:16
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PMA President Nob Kalau

Like PMA on facebook!
Visit our website:

http://www.pmapacific.org
and click on the facebook icon.



Declaring His Glory!
by Melinda R. Espinosa, CFO/Administrator

During the month of  July, our topic in Sunday school was “Knowing Christ”. That
particular Sunday, our lesson was on Luke 15:1-7, where we talked about Jesus being
the Good Shepherd. And so I related the story of  the lost sheep and how the
shepherd left the 99 to look for one lost sheep. One little girl asked, “But what about
the 99? Who is going to watch over them?” I explained to her that the 99 were safe.
The shepherd could have said, “I have the 99 – one lost sheep does not matter.” But
one lost sheep did matter to the shepherd, and so he went and looked for it, found
it, placed it on his shoulders, carried it home and called his friends and neighbors to
celebrate the rescue of  the lost sheep. 

PMA is asked many times – why spend all that money to go to all those little islands
that have so few people? Why not concentrate your work on the big islands with more
population? Why? We believe it is our calling, our vision and our mandate – to spread
the Word of  God and to serve the island people who do not have easy access to the
services we can provide or enable them to obtain the services they need – bringing
hope and changing lives! More importantly, Jesus cares for those in the remote islands
also, though few in number, they are precious to Him and He wants them to know
Him.

We thank God for the vision of  Pastor Edmund Kalau for the islands, and now,40
years later there is still so much to do, many islands to reach, many people to serve.
We are so very thankful to all our partners and prayer warriors who have faithfully
stayed by our side throughout our journey this side of  glory. The Lord be praised!

Our last two issues of  Island Echoes were themed on Pastor Edmund Kalau’s life and
PMA’s 40 years of  service in the islands, hence I was not able to share with you the
fiscal year 2013 results of  operation. So here it is:

The Lord provided for
all our needs. In the
Philippines, we began
the construction of  the
Patnanungan Learning
Center – though we
started the program in
2003, it was our dream
to have a building just
for the children. We are
thankful for the seed
investment from the
German Embassy,
additional funding

from PMA Switzerland and PMA U.S. general fund partners. As of  this writing, the project is
complete. The teachers, children and their parents are enjoying the new facility now that the new
school year has begun. We have graduated 309 students so far, prepared them for grade 1 and
grounded them in the Word of  God.

Our Bahay Kalinga (BK)
Orphanage in Naujan
Mindoro, Philippines
continues to be a refuge for
those children who would
otherwise be abandoned due
to poverty, and they usually
come to us under nourished.
Since we opened our doors, till
the end of  the fiscal year, we
have cared for 175 children,
154 of  them were those whose
parent/s or guardian could not
financially provide for them.
At BK, they had loving care
24/7, a good home, nutritious
food, and when of  age, were
sent to a local school – others
found permanent loving
homes from adoptive families, others in homes of  caring relatives. We thank God for this
important ministry – because of  Jesus, theirs is the Kingdom of  God.

Our PMF churches in the Philippines continue to thrive despite typhoons and transportation
challenges– rough and high seas are a constant and must be overcome to reach other islands
and travel to the “mainland” for food and supplies. But still, people are reached, discipled and
taught so that they would become fruit-bearing children of  God. Our pastors have been given
responsibility by the government to teach “values” in the island schools and the local
government entities. We praise God for open doors like these – which only He can open. We
continue to have feeding programs in our churches – an open door for children and their
families to be introduced to the church. 

Our two-men medical team in the Philippines, composed of  Dr. John Escote and Geneziel,
faithfully visit our island stations on a monthly basis, hold clinics at Magsaysay Hospital in
Lopez, Quezon and visit Naujan to check on our children at the orphanage and conduct clinics
at our Surgi-Center. More importantly, they bring encouragement and the Word of  God to our
mission staff  in the remote islands – every time they visit, Dr. John teaches them the Word of
God – bringing a fresh insight of  His amazing grace. For the year, the team has served a total
of  4,304 patients, performed 167 cataract surgeries and 87 minor surgeries and dispensed 1,272
spectacles.

54 A dream realized:  A building for our Patnanungan
Learning Center. To God be the glory!

An important ministry of Bahay Kalinga Orphanage
is nurturing the total child – body, soul and spirit and
allowing them to experience a loving, safe and secure
home.
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The “Islander” in the
Philippines was prepared
and flown to Palau on
October 2012. It was a
fulfillment of  a long awaited
dream. In December of  that
year, Typhoon Bopha
provided the first
opportunity for the aircraft
to serve the Palauan people.
Immediately after the
typhoon, PMA Pilot Shan
Esson flew the
representatives of  the U.S.
Navy and Disaster Relief
Aid, along with Governor
Meltel of  Anguar for the first aerial assessment of  the damage to the island. We thank
God the aircraft was able to land safely and deliver much needed food, fuel and water,
along with chainsaws to help in the storm clean-up.

The Lord saw to it that our aviation services in Micronesia would continue
unhindered. He provided another source of  fuel which was lower than what we used
to purchase. Flight services to the outer-islands in Yap, and now in Palau provided
speedy, efficient and reliable transport for the local people. 39% of  the flights were
non-revenue, which provided for the transport of  patients and their attendants,
medical evacuations, sea search, transport of  food and medical supplies, and transport
of  our local pastor/ministry team for island outreach.

Though Pohnpei continues to experience constant power outages, the Lord has
protected our equipment, especially at “The Cross Radio”. This radio has been a great
source of  blessing, encouragement and instruction for many not only by the FM
station in Pohnpei, but also through the shortwave reaching the surrounding outer-
islands of  Pohnpei, Chuuk and Yap. We are so thankful that His message continues
to be sent through the airwaves.

The Sea Haven remained on port in Pohnpei, however, the crew was busy not only
maintaining the ship, but delivering books and educational supplies in Pohnpei itself.
We received a container full of  hospital equipment from Germany and this was off-
loaded and delivered for Pohnpei and Yap state hospitals. The challenge now is to
have the Sea Haven dry-docked and we trust that the Lord will provide $175,000 for
this.

And of  course, the heart of  all we do is the Pacific Mission Church, where island
people are reached for Christ, discipled, and taught so that they may grow and mature
to be reproducing believers of  our Lord Jesus Christ – that people may know Him,
and having known Him, make Him known to others.

Financial Information
Patterned after ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability), here is the Financial
information for the Fiscal year ended June 30, 2013:

Income:

Cash Donations $797,781
Non-Cash Donations $125,000
Total Donations $922,781
Total Revenue* $1,260,317

Expenses:

Program Activities %

Aviation $410,328 36% 
Sea Haven $55,758 5% 
Evangelism and Church Growth $249,669 22% 
Media** $180,925 16% 
Philippines $159,863 14%

Total $1,056,543 93%

Support Activities:

Management and Administration $44,755 4% 
Fund Raising $29,527 3%

Total $74,282 7%

Total Expenses $1,130,825 100%

(*) In addition to total donations, total revenue includes other sources of  revenue, i.e. user
charges, interest, etc.

(**) Media Ministries include: Good News Press and The Cross Radio.

We thank God for all He has done and continues to do. And as a people belonging to Him, we
declare His glory!

“Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the
Lord and most worthy of  praise; He is to be feared above all gods.”   Psalm 96:3-4
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Medivac flight of a patient from Yap – flown to
Palau for better medical care with Pilots Slick
Douglass and Amos Collins.
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PMF Outreach to Woleai
“We need to reach the lost and disciple them.”

by Pastor Petrus Haleyalgiy and Heidi Collins,
Missionaries, PMA Yap

This summer, Pastor Petrus Haleyalgiy, wife Queentina, their kids, and five other
members of  the PMF church travelled to the outer island of  Woleai for 6 weeks to
share the Gospel with their people. To reach Woleai takes three days travel by the
State ship. The decks are crowded with people and their baggage. Passengers must
bring their own preserved or canned food on the journey, and up to 200 people will
share only four bathrooms! Seas can be very rough, causing seasickness all around.
This is no luxury cruise! Despite this, the mission team kept their spirits up and met
for prayer each evening. They had heard rumors of  opposition to their coming. Would
they be welcome there or not? Upon their arrival in Woleai, Pastor Petrus was amazed
that many chiefs and other islanders gave them permission to do their outreach. 

The team began by
holding a Vacation
Bible School for the
kids on Falalop, the
main island in Woleai
atoll. 31 children
learned about putting
on the Armor of
God to resist Satan’s
schemes. They sang
and played games
together, colored
Bible pictures and
memorized Scripture.
Parents were invited
on the last day of
VBS for a fellowship
meal and their kids
demonstrated what
they had learned. In
the evenings, Petrus,
Queen and their team focused on holding small group Bible Studies with adults. They
preached the gospel to people eager to know what the Word of  God said for their
lives. Later these small groups were brought together, forming one large group. They
began holding Sunday services in the three islands the team was able to reach.

Pastor Petrus noticed a severe change in island life: a breakdown of  the community’s customs.
The older men had lost a lot of  their influence over the younger men, and the majority of  the
males made a habit of  spending their days drinking. When the men did go fishing, the catch
was kept to oneself  rather than sharing all around as used to be the island custom. This
especially affected the women who have no men in their households, as they have little or no
way to get meat. Petrus spent time sitting and talking with the men in their men’s houses,
encouraging them to stop drinking and share equally after coming home from fishing.
Ultimately, man’s words alone cannot bring about change in a person’s life, however... only the
power of  God can cause a true change of  heart. 

The PMF group travelled by boat to nearby, Tegailap. They spent four days holding another
VBS program, small group Bible studies for adults, and finally forming one bigger group of
23 people who would meet for Sunday church. On the third island, Falalus, the chief  welcomed
them as his guests, allowing them to stay in the community center. He instructed various homes
to take turns bringing the group food. Here, another VBS program and Bible studies were
held, and Christian films were shown when they had access to electricity. The team was not able
to visit the islands of  Seliap and Wottegai, but Petrus sensed the Lord telling him, “This is
enough for now. What you need to do next is disciple the new believers.” 

About 52 people in these islands accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior and joined the newly
formed church groups. Please pray for them to be strong, and for Pastor Petrus and others to
have regular opportunities to visit and disciple them in their faith. 

We in the PMF church had a joyous reunion with the ministry team when they returned to
Yap. In our first Sunday service back together again, Pastor Petrus shared: “It became very
clear to us that we need to reach the lost and disciple the new believers.” This team returned
with a fire burning in their hearts to reach more people with the Good News. May all the praise
belong to God for what He has done and continues to do!

Pastor Petrus shares about the “Armor of God” as the
children listen intently to what he is saying. We pray
that God’s Word planted in their hearts will grow.
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Children love to hear stories and the stories from God’s Word gave them an
awareness of the reality of God and His love. We thank God for this opportunity of
reaching children for Christ.
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Do We Really Care?
by Dr. John J.T. Escote, PMA Philippines Medical Director

“Life is not a matter of  having the right answers, but it is a matter of  asking the right
questions.” During the Sea Haven voyage, I was reminded of  this quote which I heard
from a pastor in the Philippines. 

Oftentimes the mistakes we commit are a result of  the wrong questions we entertain.
We can be thankful to the third person in the Trinity – The Holy Spirit, who illumines,
guides, and teaches us in God’s Word. By His power, He enables us to chart the
appropriate questions for our life.

The recent trip of  the Sea Haven to the Mortlocks (Outer-islands of  Chuuk) from July
26 – August 10, 2014, allowed me to realize that I should practice this soul-searching
exercise – that of  asking the right questions. This began when Priscilla and Casie
(Volunteer nurses) initiated my favorite question sessions during meal times, like:
“What is your most favorite part of  our trip?” And, “What is your most favorite meal
so far?” This triggered me to ask myself  this question, “What is really the most
important thing I have learned during this voyage?” And one word answer kept
consuming my thoughts and spirit – “CARE”.

I remembered Topias,
the 67-year-old man
from Lukinoch, who
was blind in both eyes
for more than two years.
He suffered from over-
ripe cataracts. I could
really appreciate those
who cared for him
during those blind years
and brought him to the
Sea Haven that day for
help.

Isaiah 29:18 says, “In that day... out
of  their gloom and darkness, the
eyes of  the blind shall see.” The
first time I saw Topias, he was
truly a picture of  “gloom and
darkness,” head slightly bowed,
facial expression somber, and not
surprisingly, quiet and shy. It was
easy for me to decide that he
needed both eyes to be operated
on (which we do not normally do).
The remoteness of  the place, the
possibility of  us visiting him in the
near future, his age, were all
factors that influenced my
decision. The day after the cataract
surgeries to both of  his eyes, when
the patches were removed, was
one of  the most exhilarating
experiences we had.

Immediately, he lifted up his head,
smiled – brightening his face,
while muttering excited words in
his language, expressions of  joy
and thankfulness. Then, he kept
shifting his gaze on the faces of
the people talking before him. His
happiness could not be contained – he shook hands with all the people on his way out of  the
medical room! Now he could see! He kept looking at his hands when he and a group of  other
patients were taken back to the shore. He was the first to disembark from the boat and walked
hastily back to his home. His sight was restored and that gave him a rush of  uncontrollable
happiness, all because there were those who cared for him.

The lesson about caring (for people and all things entrusted to us) and to keep on learning and
applying this virtue, was further reinforced during my stay in Guam when Melinda, PMA CFO,
during one of  our conversations, shared with me this often-quoted truth: “People don’t care
what you know, if  they do not know that you care.”

I take this now as a challenge from the Lord – to always ask myself, “Do I really care?” I have
decided that I must always confront myself  with this question as I continue to serve where
God has called me as a doctor in the Philippines. But I know this challenge is not only meant
for me. The question is: “Do you really care? Do you know how to share?” It is our
mandate to care because our God cares!

Topias was so amazed and overwhelmed with
exceeding joy as he was able to see after almost
two years of blindness! Praise God for this miracle
wrought through cataract surgery!

Dr. John Escote
assisted by nurse
Casie perform a
cataract surgery
which would help the
patient to see.
Praise God! 11
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Open The Eyes
Of My Heart, Lord

by Priscilla Schenkel, Volunteer Nurse, M/V Sea Haven

The Lord opened my eyes to see the need to serve and love the Micronesian people
years ago when I lived in Pohnpei for one year. I met and fell in love with the Kalaus,
PMA and the islands at that time. My dream to serve on the Sea Haven came to
fruition this month, in God’s timing.

Our medical voyage totaled 3 weeks in which we initially prepped and inventoried
medical supplies which had been donated and would be distributed to the islands
underway. Casie, Nob, Eddie, Dr. John, Alex, Theodore and the rest of  the crew then
spent 42 hours of  crazy rough seas getting to the first outer island of  Oneap. Daily
we served the islanders with eye exams and clinic, at first, held out under the open
skies with palm and coconut trees swaying in the wind above us. However, it became
more feasible and a better use of  our time to have the patients brought to the ship
for exams, treatment, cataract and ptyrigium surgeries.

At the end of  our trip, a flight from the small atoll of  Ta for Casie and I, allowed us
to stay and serve longer on the M/V Sea Haven. I enjoyed being co-pilot and
photographing the amazing wondrous view of  the islands, reef  and the open ocean.
We spent a lovely evening with Sylvia who spoiled us with a special dinner and a quick
trip to the gorgeous Keperohi waterfall the following early morning. We overnighted
in Guam with Melinda who was a wonderful hostess and treated us with a special
dinner with a sunset view.

I look back to this trip and am able to see God in big and small ways: In the rough
ocean swells covered with intense prayers to small gift exchanges that meant so much
to each islander. I could feel God working in me and softening my heart. I could see
God in Casie’s loving the little ones and giving them stuffed animals. I could see Him
in the compassion and care Dr. John gave each patient and in Nob with his leadership
and command over the entire ship. We were busy most days from morning to night.
Operating room time with Dr. John was exceptional and inspiring. He is a great
teacher and physician. We shared much laughter. Nob and Eddie talked late into the
night with us, sharing stories about the islands. God was evident in so many ways.
Theodore’s family and others brought local food and fish to the ship as an expression
of  thanks. The greatest experience was being able to see God’s gift of  granting
eyesight to the blind! Images I’ll never forget!

The Lord reminded me daily that He is my Lord and Savior and He is in control! He
taught me to praise Him even in the midst of  the rough seas and storm. I am so
thankful to all who prayed and financially supported us and the Sea Haven trip. It
was much needed and so appreciated!

A Series Of Firsts –
An Experience Of A Lifetime!

by Casie Lamp, Volunteer Nurse, M/V Sea Haven

My first passport, my first time being away from my family for more than a week, my first time
on a ship, and living with 10 complete strangers out in the middle of  the ocean on a 120 ft. ship.
This scenario could make anyone’s anxiety, fear and blood pressure rise! Not mine. I have felt
completely at peace throughout this experience of  a lifetime. I have been cupped in God’s
hands as He gave me this opportunity to serve Him and His people of  the Chuuk outer-islands.

One goal of  mine, among many, was that I would become closer to God by being in His Word
every day. You know, start a new habit. I brought with me “Jesus Calling” and an ESV Bible.
As I read the devotions God worked through me throughout the day and enabled me to bring
glory to Him. He is meant to be the Center of  our consciousness and the Anchor of  our soul.

I cherish the Kalau family and Sea Haven crew. They made sure to celebrate my birthday and
showered me with gifts from the sea, precious island crafts and garments. But most of  all, with
their open hearts and friendship. 

Our work was not only rewarding, but fun as well. As we broke out into praise and worship
songs, in the operating room, in the kitchen, and on the deck, His love for us was magnified
and drew us closer to Him.

I pray that the people of  the islands will see God’s glory through the medical work we did and
learn to seek Him and crave His Word... God’s guide for life even for islanders living in the
remotest places of  the sea!
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Nurses Priscilla and Casie with Health Aid Esther in the Oneap Dispensary.
What a great gift the medicines and supplies were to this small island!
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The Life of a Deckhand
by Alexander Ocean Kalau, 20-year-old college student

It takes teamwork to make a Sea Haven tour possible. The doctor, the nurses, the
captain, the crew, we all work together to make the time at sea a safe, God-honoring
and memorable experience for all. Perhaps a day in the life of  a deckhand would help
you understand what it takes:

Before we even set sail, we had to
scrape the hull, fill the hydraulic
tanks for the crane, fill the header
tanks with oil for the stern tubes,
install float switches in the bilge,
input navigational way points...
basically learn how the various
mechanical systems of  the ship
operate and clean, clean, clean.
Then comes all the loading and
preparing of  medical, school, and
food supplies. There are no
hardware or grocery stores where
we are going, so what we need
must be thought of  ahead of  time.

Underway, we take turns on watch at the helm and when the Sea Haven arrives at an
island we spring into a different kind of  motion. The anchor goes down, all the
medical equipment is untied and prepared for clinic and operations aboard Sea Haven.
The ship is cleaned with fresh water from top to bottom to remove the corrosive salt.
The skiff  is put into the water to transport patients to and from the island, and then
I become a taxi driver in a boat transporting the patients who want to see the doctor.
The fun part , is when we HAVE to start fishing for the next meal! At dusk you could
have found me searching for coconut crabs with my island friends on a neighboring
island. What a feast we had! My dad always says, “work hard, play hard.” 

I was touched by those who regained sight through the gifted hands of  Dr. John. He
clearly has used his talents and abilities to glorify God, serve others and to make a
dramatic difference in the lives of  people who are in need. Nurses Priscilla and Casie
who came from Washington to serve aboard the ship had to be flexible and innovative
in their new surroundings. They were eager to use their talents in the OR as well as
the galley.

In a few days I’m heading back to college in California. I will certainly miss the people,
the ocean, the islands and the fishing, but I have lots of  special memories from this
tour and I am thankful for the opportunity to serve the Lord in this unique way. 

A great summer spent bonding and
serving together, Alex with dad, Captain
Nob Kalau, and sister Nadya, RN, who
assisted Dr. John when nurses Priscilla and
Casie left to return to the States.
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Alex assists patients off
the Sea Haven and into
a small boat after
they have been
treated, and after
loading the skiff
with medicines
and medical
supplies for
the island of
Ta.




