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To our Faithful Mission Friends,

Living on an island in the Pacific Ocean may sound exotic and romantic to you, and
yes, while it is tropical and beautiful, there can be unexpected delays and
disappointments that are just a part of island life. A few months ago, I ordered
hydraulic fittings for our medical vessel Sea Haven by express mail to be delivered in
7-10 days. Instead they were sent by parcel post and when they finally arrived after 2
months by ship mail, they were “crimp on” fittings not the “reusable” type that I had
ordered. My expectation dissolved into disappointment and then even delay for the
departure time of the Sea Haven.

Have you ever wished and waited for a gift and when it finally did come and you
unwrapped it, it wasn’t what you had hoped for? Perhaps it was an anticipated
Christmas gift or special birthday wish you had. You had to change your expectation
and you grumbled inside.

The Jews waited 2000 years for a Messiah, but when the Messiah finally did come, they
were confused and disappointed. This wasn’t what they were expecting. A baby, born
in a manger was far different from the proud powerful leader they were waiting for.
Perhaps they were looking for someone like Herod, but instead they got a gentle,
little, baby boy born in a dirty stable, surrounded by animals. The Savior of the world!

Isaiah 55:8 says: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, declares the LORD.” God’s plan and timing may be different than yours, but if
you take a moment to reflect upon the Christmas story, you will realize that man’s
disappointments are beautiful opportunities for God’s appointments. As we come to
the reality that we don’t have all the answers, we have the opportunity to trust and rely
on a God who has provided the greatest gift ever given to man. Wrapped in a different
package than was expected, but the very present... His very presence... which we all
so urgently need in our lives today.

Our missionaries have many challenges throughout the year. Without God’s presence,
without trusting His timing, we too could fall into disappointment. Instead, we live
in daily dependence on God to provide what we need, when we need it and learn to
be consistently thankful people. In this issue you will read stories about the blessings
of Christmas in October for islanders living on small islands in Micronesia and what
it takes in preparation to provide the relief and assistance they need; our orphanage
shares what they do to make Christmas special for the children and how the life of
Emmanuel inspired others to keep serving; how Jesus is proclaimed in the islands;
how a teenager, who dedicated his life to serving in missions, has now reached his
goal as a pilot/mechanic and continues to serve with PMA.

The message of Christmas is: God will be with you. God will help you. God will
strengthen you. Thank you for praying and standing with us as we serve in Micronesia
and the Philippines. May our amazing God fulfill your expectation as you choose to
trust and believe in Him this Christmas and in the New Year.

Nob Kalau
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Summary of Ministry Needs

Personnel Needs:
Missionary pastors
Administrative and ministry assistants
Youth workers for island churches
Boat captain for medical ship M/V Sea Haven
Boat mechanic for medical ship M/V Sea Haven
Missionary pilots/mechanics for Micronesia/Philippines
Computer personnel for radio, media and print ministry
Short term: Canon copier technician needed for
maintenance and repair at Good News Press

Infrastructure Needs:

HHaannggaarr ffoorr PPaallaauu:: Please continue to pray for God’s
provision for the property where the hangar will be built.
Pray for the approval of  a lease agreement and the
provision for hangar materials of  $300,000.

“Yes, you will be
enriched in every way

so that you can always be generous.
And when we take your gifts

to those who need them,
they will thank God.”

2 Corinthians 9:11
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Like PMA on facebook!

Visit our website:
http://www.pmapacific.org

and click on the facebook icon.



What It Takes
by Melinda R. Espinosa, CFO/Administrator

Someone once asked me what it takes for PMA to send help in times of  calamity
when the islands we serve are affected. Using Typhoon Maysak as an example, I
shared that it takes love, compassion, and hard work of  people, tirelessly giving of
themselves and resources to meet the needs of  the islands affected. It also takes
perseverance – because up to now (since Typhoon Maysak struck on March 31, 2015)
our Yap station – through our aviation ministry, and our Pohnpei station through our
medical ship Sea Haven, continue to bring help to the outer-islands of  Yap and
Chuuk. It will take time for them to recover.

In Guam, as soon as we heard of  the devastation Typhoon Maysak had done, Ayuda
Foundation’s Carlotta Leon Guerrero, our partner on Guam, called me and shared the
plan for us to move people and resources to provide the needed supplies and other
essentials to the ravaged islands. People on Guam called to ask how they could help
– where they could be of  service. People and companies were mobilized for donation,
sorting, packing and putting into containers, which were strategically situated so that
people could come and be part of  the assistance. People from the mainland whose
family and friends where affected connected with us and sent their donations so we
could continue the relief  efforts.

Partner churches on Guam and the mainland also were prompt in sending in their help. Even
people from Yap brought water, food and other supplies to PMA’s hangar so that we could
transport them to Ulithi and Fais. What a great joy for us to know that people cared! 

Then we heard from IRN, a company based in the U.S., that a school in the mainland was being
refurbished, and would we be able to use the furniture which included: desks, filing cabinets,
chairs, tables, book cases, white boards, bulletin boards? The Outer Island High School in Yap
was damaged, the schools in Chuuk outer-islands were demolished – of  course we needed
them and were thankful to God for such a timely donation!

The precious cargo, however, needed to be moved. This is where Matson Shipping came in. Just
one call to Bernie Valencia, Matson General Manager here on Guam, and her team immediately
went into action to take care of  the need. Just for PMA alone, during Typhoon Maysak, Matson
has moved sixteen 40-ft. containers to Yap and Pohnpei, a shipping service valued at $160,000.
We are thankful for their partnership through the years.

As Christmas is fast approaching and as I look back on all these – I think to myself  – what we
have done and continue to do is the essence of  Christmas – the giving of  oneself  for the
benefit of  another…. The love and care for each other … being there in the time of  need –
that is the Spirit and the gift of  Christmas. It all began when our Father God Himself  gave His
one and only begotten Son so that anyone who would place their trust in Him would not perish
but have everlasting life. The greatest gift of  all – who keeps on giving – is our Lord
Jesus Christ. And it is because of  Him and through Him we can love, serve, care and
give! 54

PMA mission staff and Ulithians on Yap put their efforts together to unload relief
goods which arrived from Guam. After a day’s work, it was a joy for each one to
be part of the relief efforts.

Ayuda Foundation’s Carlotta and Jennie Leon Guerrero, PMA’s Nob Kalau
and Melinda Espinosa, and Bernie Valencia of Matson Shipping, pose in
front of the newly dry-docked M/V Sea Haven - a “work horse” for
distribution of relief goods and other needs for the outer-islands.
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Christmas at
Bahay Kalinga

by Jeny Flores, Center Head, Bahay Kalinga Orphanage

The cooling breeze of  the months ending in “ber” tell us that the year’s most
celebrated holiday, Christmas, is fast approaching. One of  the children at Bahay
Kalinga told us how excited he is about Christmas. He keeps telling all his “Ates”
(that is what all the children call us, “elder sister”) what he wants to receive, and he
always includes this during our prayer time together. Now all the other children do the
same thing. They express their small desires for a happy Christmas, a wish that they
could celebrate with a real family. Hugging them, we share the reason why we
celebrate this day – more important than the gifts they expect to receive,
all because of  the greatest gift of  all, Jesus!

As we look forward to celebrating Christmas, we prepare the
orphanage with decorations, a Christmas tree, lights on the
windows and a star on the front porch. This brings great
anticipation, excitement and a festive atmosphere for the
children. As the gifts underneath the tree begin to
increase, the children have to be reminded not to open
them until Christmas!

We also have our annual Christmas party. One time
it was at the beach, another time at a beautiful
riverside resort. We always have a short program,
as we enjoy the venue, games and food. The
program includes prayer, praise and worship. The
message, which is always the highlight, is brought
to us by our guest speaker, Dr. John. It is such a
blessing as we spend the time with each other as
well as enjoying the company of  our staff ’s
family, but most importantly having Jesus as the
center of  the celebration. The festivity won’t
end without the exchanging of  gifts. It is always
a great joy to witness the children smiling from
ear to ear – so happy to receive their gifts and
the thankfulness and joy they have to receive it! 

Then comes the best part. Each person is
asked to share a testimony of  praise and
thanksgiving. This may be a small or big
answer to prayer or God’s favor and
intervention in our lives.

These times of  sharing make us aware of  the sufficiency of  God’s grace and strength
throughout the year. It is also a time that we re-commit our lives to the Lord and express our
gratefulness to Him for using us to serve at Bahay Kalinga. We are very thankful for those He
has touched to bless us so that the work here at the orphanage can continue to touch young
lives and bring them hope.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6
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Christmas is a time of love, hope and joy... a time of giving and sharing... the
embodiment of Bahay Kalinga’s reason for being. We thank God that countless
children have experienced all these as they lived with us for the time being. Thank
you dear partners - your giving makes this possible!
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It’s Not Just About Flying
by Amos Collins, Director of Flight Operations

“Amos, is it true that there is a new pilot and that you will be leaving us?” asked a
young girl in Asor, Ulithi, last week as she saw Simon with me on a visit to the islands.
I told her, “No, we now will have two pilots and will both be flying”. It’s been 3 years
since we had a second pilot to help out with our flight operations here in Yap. There
is enough work for two pilots and two mechanics, so we are thankful that Simon
Hämmerling has finally completed his flight training and returned to Yap after being
gone for 3 1/2 years.

Every year in November, we get a visit from the FAA who come and give us a flight
check for re-currency. Simon arrived in Yap on September 15 and we started
processing the paperwork for him to begin as a pilot. We contacted the FAA and
agreed on a date for them to come visit which turned out to be earlier than I had
hoped. By the time the date was decided upon, I realized that we only had about one
month to conduct all the training in two different aircraft.

It was going to be a busy month. Not only did we have about 30 hours of  flight training to
do, but on top of  that, we also had our regular operation which was increasing in flights and
would consume a lot of  the time. Not including weekends, we flew every day in October except
for 2 days where we had to do maintenance. And on some of  those days we flew 2 or 3 times.

Two years ago, I was designated by the FAA to be a company instructor. This is necessary
especially when new pilots arrive, since someone needs to administer the instruction. This year
the FAA informed me that they wanted me to become a check airman so that I can conduct
the inspections “in house”. This will give us much more flexibility especially due to our remote
location and the FAA not being able to get out here very easily.

CCoonnttiinnuueedd oonn ppaaggee 1100..
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A medevac out of Fais. Where it
would take a day and a half by boat
to take a patient to see a doctor, with
the PMA flight, it only takes an hour.



Marching for Jesus in
Palau enables young
and old alike to
publicly show their
allegiance to the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords.10

CCoonnttiinnuuaattiioonn ooff  ppaaggee 99::

On November 2, the FAA
officer came and gave me
a check ride in our rebuilt
Islander aircraft, and then
on the 3rd, he sat in the
back and watched me
conduct a check ride for
Simon in both the Queen
Air and the Islander
aircrafts. The rides went
well and now we are both
current for another year.
Always a good feeling to
have that past us. Now we
are in the process of
getting Simon familiar
with the shorter airstrips in the outer islands. I am flying along with him as he develops
his precision, judgment, and flying in adverse weather.

A major part of  our flight service out here, however, has nothing to do with flying.
It is about building relationships. There is much one can do both right and wrong as
we deal with the people on the ground. Micronesians are very observant and watch
everything we do. Unfortunately, one blunder can cause them to make a judgment
about us. So we really need to guard our attitude and temperament when dealing with
the people. Most of  the time it is very easy because the people are so kind and
generous. But there are days when one is tired and things are not going as planned or
expected and stuff  builds up. At those times we need to take a deep breath, pray for
God’s grace, and trust that He will carry us through. Above all, the work is so
rewarding as we bring hope to the isolated communities, especially when we are able
to get a patient to a doctor within an hour rather than in a day and a half. I am so
happy and thankful to have Simon back to help our team serve the people in these
islands.

Praise God, we made it! Amos Collins and Simon
Hämmerling congratulate each other for
successfully passing the FAA flight check.

Palau for Jesus
by CJ Misajon, Missionary, PMA Palau

The month of  October was a manifestation of  God’s goodness. Certainly the church
experienced His faithfulness and provision. The praise and worship team held band
practices at the PMA Multi-Purpose Center every Sunday afternoon in preparation for
the “Palau for Jesus” event that was to come later in the month. What is the “Palau
for Jesus” event? It’s a celebration when all Christian churches in Palau march together
through the town proper, at the same time proclaiming Jesus, all the way to a
designated public park in town. Here songs of  praise were sung with the
accompaniment of  tambourine dancers! Many prayers of  blessings for Palau and
thanksgiving for the nation were offered as well. Our PMF youth team performed an
awe-inspiring skit/dance number that day, which they performed again during Blessed

Night, an event to counter Halloween. We
are very thankful that we have the

freedom to proclaim Jesus in Palau.
Indeed God’s hand is moving

mightily in the church. As His
blessings rain down
everyday, may we as a
church, be ever so grateful
and obedient to a great
and generous God!

PMA aircraft lands in Fais to pick up a patient.
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Christmas in October
by Nob Kalau, PMA President & CEO

The western islands of  Chuuk are located 170 miles west of  the Chuuk lagoon where
Operation Hailstorm from WWII took place, a spectacular diving destination for
wreck divers. Today, without the service of  runways and regular shipping lines, the
islanders have no way to receive supplies regularly. A simple letter may take 3-6
months by ship to get to their isolated island or an emergency phone call from a
beloved family member may have to be relayed by third party messages over HF radio.
Isolated from the world and surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, these islanders have
learned to survive with the gifts from the sea.

As Sea Haven was getting close to finishing it’s dry-dock on Guam this October, the
islanders living in Guam from the Western Islands had a wish: “Captain Nob, can
you bring these gifts of  food, clothing, cooking pots, mattresses, generators, batteries
and letters to our families on your return trip back to Pohnpei?”

Well, once I said “yes”, the word spread like a school of
darting needlefish. Once the Sea Haven was back down

in the water, group after group came to the dock to
load their humble supplies and gifts, to talk story,

and shake hands of  appreciation for bringing
these precious gifts to their island.

We filled 2 of  our 20 ft. containers that week and stacked food supplies inside the ship as well.
When Sea Haven left Guam, she was loaded to the gills with gifts from island families and the
donated school furniture, supplies and medicines that were given by partners and friends in
Guam. 

Once we arrived on the island of  Puluwat, it took 2 days to offload the cargo from Sea Haven
to small boats that could motor to the shore. 

The day after we arrived one of  the canoes from an island 45 miles away sailed thru the night
just to pick up supplies and gifts for their island. They had to make numerous trips just to get
all the cargo to their island of  Pulusuk.

An island-wide party of  singing, dancing, and special barbecues
was given to the Sea Haven crew just to say “thank you” for
bringing the island all the special gifts. Before we departed, the
famous navigator Rappi (please find his picture on our front
cover) presented me with a traditional hand-woven lava-lava,
his way of  saying “thank you for making our people feel cared
about and special. You’ve given us the joy of  celebrating... It’s
like Christmas in October!”
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Everyone was so excited to receive gifts and
donations from PMA friends and families in
Guam, brought to them by the Sea Haven.
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The Sweet Smile Of Victory
by Pastor Jerry Pagdilao

On a routine visit to PMA’s Bahay Kalinga Orphanage in Naujan, Mindoro, I met a
seven-year old that I’ll never forget. There were five of  us on this ministry trip, and
we arrived weary from a long journey on a rainy afternoon. Even so, something about
this boy drew our attention and captured our hearts. He was sitting alone in a corner,
with a far-away look in his eyes. 

In his short life, Emmanuel had already seen much suffering. His father had gone,
leaving his mother to struggle alone with very little money to buy food for her and
the boy. When she realized that she could not feed Emmanuel properly, she took him
to his grandmother, a widow with a meager income, who was equally unable to
provide an adequate diet for this growing boy. To overcome the constant hunger
pangs, Emmanuel started eating handfuls of  sand. By the time he came to Bahay
Kalinga, he was suffering from third-degree malnutrition.

The first time I saw him, I found I couldn’t help myself  – I had to cross the room and
hug him. I wanted to let him know he was loved. Deep within, I felt God would reach
out to others in a very special way through this little boy. On the very next afternoon,
one of  the ministry team members informed me that Emmanuel had been rushed to
the hospital with respiratory problems. Stunned, I silently prayed for God’s grace to
be upon this little one. Then five of  us headed for the hospital. When we arrived at
about three in the afternoon, Emmanuel seemed stable, with IV’s and oxygen to help
him. We had to leave to attend to other matters and at five o’clock, when we returned,
we were surprised to find Emmanuel surrounded by doctors giving him CPR and
fighting for his life. His body was so weakened by malnutrition that he couldn’t
continue the fight. Emmanuel was gone! I felt so helpless. There was nothing I could
do to bring him back. I had been so sure that God had a special plan for Emmanuel.
Then, I looked at his face. A smile had replaced that far-away look of  pain and
loneliness. He was free at last, from all struggles and agony he suffered in his short
life. That smile reflected the joy and lasting peace that was waiting for him as he
entered the presence of  the Lord. The following day we conducted a simple funeral
service for Emmanuel. Many came to get one last glimpse of  the boy they had come
to love. During the brief  message, I was able to share God’s Word and to point out
the certainty of  death that comes to everyone, young and old alike. After the message,
I gave a challenge. Eleven responded, committing their lives to God. Then it dawned
on me. The life testimony I had envisioned Emmanuel giving in his home province
had been given right there, in Naujan. Only 7 years old, he left a legacy in Naujan.

Emmanuel means “God with us”. Emmanuel, you have shown us that it does not
matter whether we are young or old, weak or strong. God can use our lives to reach
out to others in ways known only to Him. You have truly blessed our lives. Your
victory smile will accompany us wherever we go! 

We thank God for 201 children the Lord has brought to Bahay Kalinga for
us to care for thus far. We are thankful that we can love, care and nourish
them: body, soul and spirit.  Thank God for families who have made them
a part of a loving family, after their stay with us. 15




